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ourselves as strongly bound to the heroic populace which
you represent as they feel themselves bound to our com-
mon fatherland. Moreover we have declared and we do
again declare that the National Assembly and the French
people as a whole have no right to make a single one of
your constituents a subject of Prussia. Like yourselves
we maintain that any law or treaty, vote or plebiscite
which shall cede any part whatever of Alsace or Lorraine
is null and void in advance. Whatever happens the
citizens of those two regions shall remain our compatriots
and brothers, and the Republic promises never to surrender
its claim on them.
We cordially accept the hand which you tender us.
Fraternal Greetings.
Nothing   remained   now   but   to   wait   forty-seven
years. . . .